The use of the LMA-ProSeal in airway resuscitation.
Insufflation of the stomach with air can be a complication of face mask ventilation in the case of airway obstruction. Although the laryngeal mask airway has proven value in airway resuscitation, it has two major failings: a relatively low seal pressure and lack of access to the alimentary tract. A case is reported in which failed intubation (by multiple techniques) and intermittent face mask ventilation resulted in gastric distension, decreased airway compliance, and compromised gas exchange. The patient experience oxyhemoglobin saturation that did not improve despite laryngeal mask ventilation. The patient was resuscitated with a LMA-ProSeal, which permitted ventilation with high airway pressures. Return of oxyhemoglobin saturation occurred after decompression of the stomach with a gastric tube inserted via the LMA-ProSeal's gastric drain.